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OUTING FOR NOVEMBER.

THE WINTER CAMP.

HE vl ol of fog s thick 4pd g
iearth s wide and gray;
The sool St Keep,the,thin vinds out—
T e il chase the fross &
Comfort merriee;
bl i brave yams above the tea

Lacobie tells of

long, wul\\'a, Il| Lahmlon
Ar:l Staniey 5’..1" the

We talk of deccds in field

We let the conversation down.

Our snowshoes stand against
needgoudrest o mn n.\e e gone

y
i B

Dick expounds hn Mumu lore; journey s
ile 1 tafk glibly as 1 c u. ‘wonder if they ever tire
LA And want to lounge ‘about the fire?
What mattes ¢ tho winds Blow chill
foot the drifts abot

“Tuzopors Rosexrs.
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HUNTING WILD YAK
WITH THE SIFAN THIBRTANS.
P ——y

Author of “Through Unesplored Asia,” etc.

OR months past e had been toling
the menacing current of the
HinhaKiwg  cobutary of the
Yangrse Kiang into the vast un-
wn region of castern Thiber, Al-
rhuugh Adrance 'was well-nigh impossi-
Ble, owing o the anipachy f the fierce
the rude impediments
o Nitare Bomelt. yot by Anger plod-
ging we had reached Dubana, where we
0. for 8 shoet halt, In owdee &
i b uihmg into the still
vilder regions to the north,
yas 8 suepiise, and e one
withal, to discover that the head man
GF the distler, far o viewieig w5 it
the jealous and barbarous antipathy we
had ‘met wh faher back, s mi

tickled at the idea that two *
Seicis” had Condespanded to VIRC ip
wild country.

Among his own people he was a per-

no small consideration. At
the small villages downstream we ha
been frequently enlightencd as to the

dazzling cffulgence of this celebrated
uminary. His imaginary importance
consisted in being the proud possessor
of half a dozen guns of ¢ con-
struction and several uniforms of red
cloth, and in having at a recent date
visited ¢ t on the of a
renowned brigand chief sulln

umor, much given to the exalta-
tion of his own prowess in war and in
the hunting field.

our arrival he was just on the

point of setting forth on 2 yak-hunting
xpedition, and, secing that under his
ection we might be cnabled to make

Fevcarches 'in the surrounding country
without restraint or menace, we gladly
availed ourselves of his invitation that

rwu hours he(ou
daybreak by several' greasy and v
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smelling hands taking hold of our noses
and arousing us to wakefulness by shut-
ting off our breath.

n venturing outside our tents it was
to find that it was not purely ideal
weather for sport, for a raw, penetrating
drizzle, combined with almost arctic

ade the thickest of clothiny
., while low-lying clouds an
Whisting dion foin o4 Sest
mountains to the north presaged snow.
But from the time that 1 had entered

with the information that there were
several large herds in the valley, half a
to the south, the occasion
passed Il?
Our party consisted of Kuel-Li and a
number of the head men of the village,
Burton and myself, and four of our
Kiangsi crew, upon whom the spirit
the chase excrted no appreciable fasc
nation, for during the preparation for
the time in un-
ghings and grumblings,
until, disgusted beyond all measure of
endurance, 1 quenched their lugubri-
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will make the hunt all the more suc-
cessful, as we will be sure to find large
herds in the shelered valleys and it will
be_an casy matter to track them.”

‘This reasoning was more potent than
the mere bandying of words, and slowly
we groped our way onward over the
uneven surface, our ponies scrambling
and sliding down the steep inclines.

sleet cut like a knife, requiring a
stop every half-hour to take refuge in
the lee of some sheltered spot, and a
constant buffeting and rubbing to keep
from freezing.

ne of the native trackers, as soon as
we had reached one of these halting
places, climbed to the top of the nearest
eminence, stretched himself flat on the
d then, by means of a long,
ollowed stick of wood, serving as
sort of primitive spy-glass, scanncd the
country ahead.
camp, or rather a tempo-
rary shelter, shortly before noontime,
when from the top of the neighboring
hill came the voice of the fem/ik shout-

suryeying the long valley, to the west.
The was i

ousness by threatening or
a week to come. Then they conde-
scended to wax more amiable.

Amid the hullabaloo of the entire
population of the village, who had gath-
ered to wish us good luck, we mounted
our restless lirdle Sifan poies, and after
several hours’ riding up a stecp incline
we passed over the first range of hills
and descended into the clongated val-
ley beyond, where the trackers had dis-
covered the traces of several large herds
the day before.

Unfortunately the weather, which had
been threatening all morning, cease.
menacing, and the gray clouds, hang-
ing like 4 pall over the surrounding
countey, swept down with fightfl fuy
the snow descending in stinging, blind”
ing sheets.

e were for turning back and wait-
ing for a more auspicious day, but to
our_remonstrances Kuel-Li turned a
deaf ear, with the solacing information
that none of his own party would return
to_their village without some evidence
of their prowess in the chase, for the

hunt had already been blessed by the
Lamas and the deities would be angry.
“Besides,” he added, *the fall of snow

interesting to suspend the building of
the snow-sheleer; cold, ftigue, hubges
and oIl were forgorten . the sicitemeat
s we rushed helter-

Sare 1o the top of the emine
Peering through our long-range field-
glasses we could see some black specks:
Spon the side of & snow-clad mouatin.
about three miles off, For the moment,

nothing before this new an
velous wonder, which brought objects
miles away almost beneath their very
noses. There seemed no chance of the
wearing down their inquisitive spir-
its concerning its magi until,
as a measure of safety, we were com-
pelled to sound the advance.

Leaving the ponies in charge of two
of the temliks, and unleashing our large
mastiffs, we began the stalk over the
enow-covered slope ahead. The most
profound silence was y
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were able to get within a half a mile of
the herd, which u yet had not scented
our presence. All was excitement now.
The Thibetans threw aside their heavy
soars and e follovedthee cample
‘nmd ywiog what waa in the
wind, gréw very impatient, tEEIng o
el Ul
united strength of the two femliks to

then e

ne of the succe m sliy
Ih:ﬂ«fmndupv‘:r is head, PP‘“‘
sl oo
ferd hefore we could provent ﬁf;
ar. ¢ dame

bing G the. mounin il

farther end of the valley in furious
e

'We ware proparing € retuen to the

shelter when Kuel-Li softened the n-
nees of our chagein with the welcome

tion that fu

owing to the storm, but would seck

shelter in the valley on the other
it Al o

which gave cvidence that there
loaty of Food, hard work before

e ouléy again have an opportunity
e e

a vast amount of endurance on d

of the hunter. A good long-distance

runner wil be’ most successhul in ya

hunting,

for his laziness and urged him on to a
faster pace with all the keen ardor of
the novice. That tartly administered
advice almost ruined m ba
known

should certainly have been more cir-
cumspect, and have given the Thibetan
el for km)wmg how to conduct the
uny

in the proper way.
Kush-Li evidenty was detsemsined o
teach me a lesson,

with f 2 mce-horse
Ly the temiiks, while Busten eriles
floundered and stumbled through the
deey i) bruising our ankles and

legs  against

scursd boulders with & shockiog. disre-
ard to our persons that would have
one credit 3 the early Christian mar-
tyrs. Now before us rose another stub-
born range, and, cursing Thibetan stu-
phtty, xud s Lossdliee: sipoasaty 1n
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e, 1w sbout cxdy 0 v i
g Tooking shead, A i 8
e wilting foroal o oo Giis
gim, wmiles of commiseration Bghting
up their usually impassive faces, think-
ing duub(leﬂ rhnr av had glven us a

iy
o we e e
the txulmg wor{ of Ihz last half-hour,
4nd covered with perspiration, which
Foss. on OBy onlis ghrimeats av wo
halted for a few brief moments hefore
acgotisting the stiff climb shead, To
add to our misfortunes the snow was
now neacly a foot decp. on’ the ground,
light ‘and powdery, y obs
one was roused Io the

the ground as he-inadvertently tripped
over some hidden_ boulder.
ut in an instant every hardship was
forgotten in_the news that the remlik
from the heights had located the herd
in a sort of semi-circular valley, an
that if we procecded carcfully along the
lower slope of the range we coul
in m wichout their having &
chascs o! :lclping.
nt more we were on the wail
again, and the pice being much slower
we had no difficulty in keeping up with
the, Thibebsos:
As we reached the slope of the crest
we saw that the
Flowing previously had Phdplions
were in the

our field-glasses showed that if we pro-
ceeded forward in a body there might
yet be chance for them to get away
again, 0 we decided to divide the p
Tfell in behind Kuel-Li, and, makin
wide semi-circular detour, by four o'clock
we had climbed over the summit of the
arring our advance, and
ously working down the
other side, stopping now and then to
use the field-glasses.
In another half hour we had reached
the base of the slope, and from our po-
sition we could sce that the remainder

ing, step)

sl d yak e ph.u-f
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twenty feet below us and not cighty
yorda ey in & st e
T3t 10,03 were Ewo ssnfinel guards,
which were already sniffing the
showing signs of uneasiness. An inst n'
later lht sl crack of my rifle and the
heavy rour G the cumbersome musket
of Kuel-Li broke the Il]tn(t, and peer-
15 (HEGieh the embke We aoald e
that one of the beasts had fallen, Whl]e
the others, dazed an ildered, were
mibing ko the amphithetic Hollow,
from whicl

latters could not have ﬁnerlhﬂn-
sl e o T s Burtrs
arty doubtless were as aged,
or”s moment i R s
fifle ‘rang o hese the w||d
kg o e doge e Whoats HEJ0
of the. Thibetans aad the rapid ks
of Ihtu ‘mus

With o shout we closed i on. the bel-
lowing group of yaks wh, finding thae
there was b meihod of escupe behind,
and worried by dhe” o gathered

r horns. In

o T o e e
the splendid courage of the Sifans,
who, throwing aside theic muskers and
armed only with their small lances,
rushed Elu rht belligerent gmup

8

e, our
st s e s TS Do st e
farther end of the circle, who were mak-
ing frantic efforts to get away, Load-
ing as we ran, we advanced to within 3
difeance of Blty Foet and fired. As we
glanced through the smoke me could
sce that our shots had not been futile,
for the lasgest of the herd,  firce:
looking bull, was

o cdvenced sl acarer, b
caught a glimpse of us, and then with
head lowered, his wicked litle cyes
ercely snapping, he charged towar,
the, spot. Whive. we, had taken, sheler

At this momﬂ" one of the I(Pn/lll
came up with two mus
g S Bl e
with the most smazing temerity to
vihin the great beast,

empried into che lumbering mast of

‘Although mortally wotnded,

sl Mg A L
‘and then droy

‘We cnunlc uxke:n wounds in his
o s e hav
fntnued his skull, and three having
enctrated through the lungs; yet he
el mitigod 65 Thve for Billy tes s

187

utes when,

should have

what force a bulle is
lank 1

by all logical events, he
A i

is projected at almost
T ould not help be-
d at the supematursl streagh
duplaytd by the animal in resisting —h

s

Toaricg the boty of the bl 1o bstcit
up by b fopsbls we Chsued shue e
ovo orhers, whom we evearually’ came
se of famarisk. They
ve far less suspleious and sggrescive
Tian the ball, ToF we were sasbisd o
approach within_ thirty feet of them,
by a couple of well-directed shots
cured

The yells from Burton'’s party, and
the almost incessant crackle of their
guns gave norice that they were hotly
engaged, and we rushed toward their
position, o sce ly confiused mass
£ bellowing yaks and growling dogs,
engaged in i.mu. combat, As I pressed
fou roar and a crash in
e beude me, and out rushed a
foum and flecked with

steaks, of blood from severs] wounde

1 had just time to throw myself flat on
ground 1 one side as he thundered
past, and hastily scrambli

to take refuge behind .n?,.maly bk
der, when he had turs e more

My on
ing around the boulder until hc llnufd
b taed out, a8 my n lost in

the full. Again and again he charged,
sometimes. coming againt the boulder
with such force as bis knces,
ol

idly around the obstruction that his
horns almost touched me. Nothing but
force of will kept me on my feet. Na-
tre was well-nigh exhausted. The in-
furiated beast seemed to recognize this
fact, for his charges grew faster, and
was almost ready to give up, when 1
heard the yell of one of the femliks
close beside me. With his long spest

waited until the beas

charge, .na ien aeds ' hageset 1
uge body. It was 3 magaificent dis-

. and with an open
knife in bis hand, strode forward."As
bull lowered his head to charge, the



man seemed to catch him by the hors
There was a cloud of snow, then the
bull was on his back, his limbs quiver-
ing in death, while the femlik gave me
grune that might have expressed sur-
rie ot 8 thowand other emotions, snd
rejoined the pursuing party
1e was the' expressed inieation of the
Sifns to follow this herd to the death,
and I knew that Burton would remain
with them. Therefore, the best thing
for me to do was to retum to the ‘i
nak,” or sheltes, while T sl had some
daylight to assist me. This was no casy
task; but, groping my way painfully
over the trail, now almost obscured by
snow, by cight o'clock 1 crawled into
the welcomeshelter.
wo hours later the hunting pacty
returned after _an unsuc pursuit,
B e o 8E i e bsahr
growing darkness, had been able to
escape.
e had been able to secure thee
farge bolls and half 2
m( temiids spent o night in cutting
and transferring to the sledges; and
“Eily on the following moraing W Te-
traced our way over the snow-covered
moor toward Duban;
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As e drew near 1o the vilge late in
the afvernoon, we ted with a
concourse of Ju Hant and wildly howl-
ng natives, who gathered about us with

glee, pattin

“m

were'told from lp to lp,
< in their'congratulacions

nts that we sudden
nd urssives rased 1o the posirion of
public bencfactors.
We could nor complain of theis hos-
pitality, for, with the air of well-bred
connoisscurs’and epicures to-boor, fires
were lighted, and feast was
voon, I progtess, whils wery Few mo-

ments the

hrost s the ‘Opening, Holding. forth 5
huge morsel of §. aked flesh. Not
to be deficient in courtesy, we gulped
down several of these choice tidbits with
Cheistian fortitede, but welcomed  that
moment when we could roll oursclves
in our blankets and slecp the slcep of
utter exhaustion, which only one who
oy endured the pleasures of 4 Thibetan
yak-hunt can_ know.

A HUNTING SONG.

nding vaves

S HE yphiman sogsof the bo

AG bk thae

et i
e breath o

the ocean frce.

s the sport
i the light of the forest gray
For what can excel the keen delight
Of huncing o break of

Lt other ig of herout that I
From the e he rpplng brick,
And the rhn f,m as rhr <l c-reel

en s . e
o the syivan o,
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